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College of Humanities and Social Sciences 
Facilities and Administrative Cost Recovery Procedure 

(F&A – informally: indirect costs or indirects) 
 
Minnesota State University, Mankato requires F&A recovery on all externally funded 
activity, which are costs incurred by the University as a result of administering sponsored 
projects. Please see the office of Research and Sponsored Programs (RASP) website for 
more information. The purpose and goal of the F&A recovery distribution is to provide 
funding and support for continued and new activity in research, grants, and contracts to the 
University. Per University procedure, the areas of RASP, Finance and Administration, and 
Library Services will receive an allocated portion of F&A funds. The remaining amount to be 
distributed goes to the appropriate division(s) or college(s) generating the activity. 
 
The College of Humanities and Social Sciences (HSS) uses its portion of F&A funds to 
reinvest in the College’s research environment, capabilities, and activities. HSS distributes 
its portion of the funds as follows: 

• 10% to the departments/programs of the Principal Investigator (PI) related to awards 
that generated funds [$100 minimum distribution] 

• The remaining 90% of the funds are available at the Dean’s discretion for use in any 
or all of the following areas: 

o Investing in space for lab and research activities, including costs of rent and 
furnishings as appropriate and necessary 

o Matching funds for equipment or proposals that assist in generating further 
F&A funds 

o Facilitating faculty and/or student travel to present research results 
o Replacing or repairing old equipment and purchasing new equipment, 

software, and other supplies needed in furtherance of research activities and 
capabilities 

 
Whenever possible, PIs/researchers should fund any release time or additional duty days 
for grant activities within the grant budget and do so in the planning stages prior to 
submitting the Campus Approval for Externally Funded Projects form. Faculty who wish to 
make use of the College’s discretionary funds should make requests in writing to the 
Dean’s Office. The College will work with awardees on the allocation, monitoring, use, and 
reporting of any distribution of F&A funds. 
 
By October 1st each year, HSS is required to report on the use of funds during the 
preceding fiscal year and plan for the use of any fund balance from the F&A funds 
distributed the previous fiscal year. 
 
PIs seeking a variance or waiver to the University's indirect rates should consult with the 
Dean’s Office and follow RASP Policies Related to Grants and Contracts. 

https://research.mnsu.edu/research-and-sponsored-programs/
https://research.mnsu.edu/research-and-sponsored-programs/
https://research.mnsu.edu/globalassets/research/rasp/forms/caefp-04_24_2024.pdf
https://research.mnsu.edu/research-and-sponsored-programs/policies/

